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China To Build and Launch
Nigerian Telecom Satellite

PETER B. de SELDING, BRUSSELS

In its first satellite export
sale, China’'s state-owned
space hardware manufacturer
has won a contract to build
and launch a large telecom-
munications spacecraft for the
Nigerian government in a
$311 million deal that Nige-
ria’s chief negotiator said
elicited little serious interest
from U.S. and European com-
panies.

The Nigerian National
Space Research Development
Agency (NASRDA) expects to
start formal work on the proj-
ect with China Great Wall In-
dustry Corp. of Beijing Feb. 21
with a series of meetings in
China.

The Nigcomsat-1 contract
from Nigeria is an example of
that oil-exporting nation’s de-
termination to employ space

I.t?(‘.hll()l()g}’, not in spite of its
poverty but because of it, NAS-
RDA Director-General Robert
Boroffice said.

He said the spacecraft
would be used to harvest con-
tracts from Nigeria-based
telecommunications and
VSAT operators that today
send more than $100 million
per vear to outside satellite op-
erators. Boroffice said Nigeria
will enact legislation to en-
courage these satellite cus-
tomers to shift their business
to Nigcomsat-1.

The Chinese government is
not known to have built a satel-
lite with a communications
pavload similar to that
planned for Nigcomsat-1, but
it has built platforms with the
help of European payload-
component suppliers includ-
ing Alcatel Space. For China,
the development of a satellite-

manufacturing capability able
to compete on world markets
would help not only the satel-
lite-equipment makers but
also the builders of China’s
Long March rocket series. Chi-
nese rockets are unable to
launch satellites with U.S.-
made components, placing the
commercial-launch market
out of China’s reach except for
those few spacecraft that do
not carry U.S.-built hardware.
Nigeria gained experience
in satellite work through a
technology-transfer program
with Britain’s Surrey Satellite
Technology Ltd. (SSTL) that
led to the launch of the Nige-
riasat-1 Earth observation
satellite. Nigeriasat-1 is one of
four satellites in orbit as part
of the SSTL-coordinated Disas-
ter Monitoring Constellation. -
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